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Flora is not an orphan we typically envision, she is 23. As a child she lived in DR Congo where an international and civil war forced her to flee to a refugee camp in Tanzania. Arriving an orphan of war. Before leaving DR Congo she was studying in secondary school. In the camp however, she no longer had anyone to support her and as such could not afford the secondary school fees. Nearly ten years has passed and Flora has not had the opportunity to continue with school. Wanting to attend but unable to pay the fees, she still desires to enter into 4th year of secondary.

Collaborating with World Vision’s Child Protection Agency and Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots program, Working To Empower is helping orphans like Flora to attend school. The program depends upon people to sponsor each child on a yearly basis, some students requiring the full six years of secondary fees however the sponsorship only asks for sponsors to pay on a one-year basis. Costs for such a program differ in each area ranging from only $10 per year per student in Lugufu refugee camp to $240 per year per student in Northern Uganda. Over one-hundred and fifty students await sponsors from Lugufu refugee camp (Tanzania), Nyragusu refugee camp (Tanzania), Agoro IDP camp (Uganda), Baraka (DR Congo), and Kampala (Uganda). 

Working To Empower has been holding seminars on HIV/AIDS in all of these locations and has witnessed the interrelated issues involved, such as education. One manual explains, “girls who complete secondary school are more likely than those who do not, to delay the onset of sex and to use contraceptive methods, including condoms” (Mckee, et al, 2004, Strategic Communication in the HIV/AIDS Epidemic, p. 112). Such education also increases knowledge of rights to counter the subordination of women – in addition to the benefits of education itself.

Students who have been selected for the program in its initial phase are all orphans. Working To Empower intends to ensure that all these children have the opportunity to complete their secondary education, with hopes of a university scholarship one day. The cost of sponsorship differs as each location does, some needing uniforms while another needs to go to boarding school as no secondary school exists in the camp. Thus, fees range from $10 per year/student in Nyragusu refugee camp to $240 per year/student in northern Uganda. Each student, on average, requires about four years of sponsorship in order to complete secondary school. When the students currently enrolled have all of their required years accounted for more students will be added – this process will ensure all students can attend all years of school before any expansion occurs.

Flora explains that she wants to complete secondary school “to prepare for life.” On her own she can’t afford the fees, but with the support of WTE and sponsors abroad, Flora and others in a similar situation will be able to reach their goals. Taken for granted in Canada, education is a luxury for Flora and others. It is our goal to change this, education is not a luxury but a right.
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